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The personification of woman as Maya is a
Hindu conception often misinterpreted by Western
scholars to mean snare and delusion. It is far from
the truth. There is a more spiritual significance in
the Hindu idea than is understood generally. She
represents an abstract principle in nature, Prakriti;
hence it is that society has been built on the sanctity
of the family life and on the religious sacrament of
marriage, against which there can be no divorce*
although more than one marriage is allowed under
certain conditions. This must be borne in mind to
understand what the Indian women today are after,
for the women's movement in India is not on all fours,
with the similar movements in Europe and America
although the educated women in that country have
joined the international women's organization which
holds its annual session in different countries of the
world. They have had the benefit of high university
education and they look upon the questions, for the
most part social, without being led away by the spirit
of economic independence for which the women of
the West are struggling. The reason is that Indian
women, under their social system and customary
laws, have no need for an economic independence.
Every woman in India, no matter in what grade of
society she is born, has a supporter under the exist-
ing laws which are legally binding and enforced in
the Courts of Justice. Even a widow is entitled
under the Hindu Law of Maintenance out of the joint